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PERSIA (IRAN): arsacid period 

The Arsacid Dynasty originated as chieftains of the Parnoi (Aparna), who invaded the Seleucid province of 
Parthia in the middle of the 3 rd century BC. The first ruler was Arsakes (Arsaka), who was followed on the 
throne by his brother Tiridates (Tiridata) according to one tradition. The latter was in fact not a king, but may 
have been an ancestor of the third Arsacid king. 1 The Arsacids claimed descent from the Achaemenid king 
Artaxsaija II (Artaxerxes), supposedly named Arsaka (Arsakes) before his accession. The chronology and 
genealogy of the Arsacid kings is known primarily from inferences based on the coinage, and much of the 
arrangement is still tentative. For example, the kings listed here as Artabanos II, Mithradates III, and Olagases II 
were identified as such fairly recently, which can lead to obvious confusion when consulting older works. The 
personal names of some further kings have yet to be identified (e.g., those reigning in 77—66 BC and AD 140), 
and the possible existence of additional monarchs cannot be ruled out. The Arsacid monarchy reached its apogee 
in the 2 nd and I st centuries BC, when it defeated the Seleucids (139 and 129 BC) and the Romans (53 BC), but it 
suffered recurrent succession crises and partitions of the realm between rival kings. These were sometimes 
exploited by the Romans, who sacked the Parthian capital Ctesiphon (Ktesiphon, qtyspu’n) in AD 116, 165, and 
197/8. In the period 224—228, shortly after another division and Roman invasion, the Arsacids were confronted 
by Ardaxslr I, the vassal king of Persis (Fars), who defeated Artabanos V and established the Sasanid Empire. 

With their conquest of Hellenized regions in the Near East, the Arsacids adopted Hellenistic titles and 
labeled their coinage almost exclusively in Greek. The Arsacid kings bore the titles “king of kings” (basileus 
basileon, sdhdn sdh, mlkyn mlk) and “great king” (megas basileus ). All kings bore the dynastic name Arsakes 
(Arsaka), often without adding their personal name on coins or inscriptions, until fairly late in the Arsacid 
period. Originally kings took somewhat distinctive royal epithets, but the standard style eventually ran: Arsakes 
Euergetes Dikaios Epiphanes Philellen. Arsacid kings are generally known by the Latin renditions of the Greek 
forms of their Parthian or Middle Persian names (e.g., Vologases *— Olagases *— Walgas). For consistency the list 
below includes the standardized Greek forms followed only the standardized Middle Persian (Pahlavi) forms in 
italics , since Latin was not in use by the empire’s subjects. Kings whose personal name is unknown or uncertain 
are simply listed as “Arsakes.” The chronology and genealogy, especially in the first two centuries of Arsacid rule, 
largely follow the recent numismatic and textual studies by G.R.F. Assar cited below, which are not always 
adopted in much of the literature. 

Arsacid Dynasty 

247—211 Arsakes I (Arsaka) ... leader of the Parnoi; conquered Parthia and Hyrkania c. 236 
211 — 185 Arsakes II (Arsaka) ... son of Arsakes I 

185—170 Phriapatios (Friapdta) ... son of Anonymus, son ofTiridates (Tiridata), brother of Arsakes I 

170—165 Phraates I 1 (Frahdta) ... son of Phriapatios 

165 — 132 Mithradates I (Mitradata) ... son of Phriapatios 

132—127 Phraates II (Frahdta) ... son of Mithradates I 

127—126 Bagases (Bagdyds) ... son of (?) Phriapatios 

126—122 Artabanos I ( Ardawan) ... son of Phriapatios 

122—121 Artabanos II 5 (Ardaivan) ... son of Artabanos I 

1 See Wolski (1993); an additional Artabanos had been inferred as the predecessor of Phriapatios from a passage 
in the Prologues to the Philippic History of Trogus, but the passage is too corrupt to be certain that this was the 
personal name of Arsakes II; similarly, this possibility cannot be dismissed completely: Assar (2009). 

1 On the assumption that there was a hitherto unknown Parthian king, who was a great-grandson of Arsakes I, 
Assar (2005, 2006a) assigns a reign in 170—168 to an “Arsakes IV”; this seems hasty, and perhaps unnecessary, as 
we have no way of knowing that Phraates I himself was not a great-grandson of Arsakes I (if, for example, a 
daughter of Arsakes II had married Phriapatios and mothered Phraates I). 

! The name was proposed with hesitation by Assar (2005), and it may be vindicated if Artabanos I did not die in 
war (as in the sources), but Mithradates II’s brother and predecessor Artabanos (II) did (as attested in an 
inscription); Assar (2009) proposes a further emendation to this scenario, changing the identities of three kings 
reigning in 127—126, 126—122, and 1 22—121 to Artabanos I, Artabanos II, and the latter’s anonymous son. 
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I 21—91 
91-87 
87—80 
80—76 

76-70 

70-58 

58-54 

54-38 

38—1 

1BC-AD 4 
4-8 
8—11 
12—38 

38-47 

47-51 

51 

51-54 
54-58 
58-78 
78—80 
80—90 
90—105 
105 —109 
109—128 

128—147 

147-191 


191—208 
208—228 
& 216—224 


Mithradates II (Mitradata) ... son of Artabanos I 
Gotarzes I (Godarz) ... son of (?) Mithradates II 
Mithradates III (Mitradata) ... son of (?) Mithradates II 4 5 
Orodes I (Urud) ... son of (?) Artabanos I; rival king since 80 

— Arsakes (Arsaka) ... son of (?) Mithradates II; rival king 77—66 
Sinatrokes (Sanatruk) ... son of (?) Mithradates I; rival king since 91 
Phraates III (Frahdta) ... son of Sinatrokes 

Mithradates IV (Mitradata) ... son of Phraates III; associated 62 
Orodes II (Urud) ... son of Phraates III; rival king since 58 
+ Pakoros I (Pakur) ... son of Orodes II; associated c. 41—39 
Phraates IV (Frahdta) ... son of Orodes II 

— Tiridates (Tiriddta) ... son of (?) Mithradates IV; rival king 29—26 
Phraates V (Frahdta) ... son of Phraates IV 

Orodes III (Urud) ... son of (?) Pakoros I 

Onones I (Wonun) ... son of Phraates IV; deposed, died 16 

Artabanos III (Ardaivan) ... son of daughter of (?) Phraates IV 

— Tiridates (Tiriddta) ... son of (?) Seraspadanes, son of Phraates IV; rival king 35—36 
Bardanes I (Warddn) ... son of Artabanos III 

Gotarzes II (Godarz) ... son of Artabanos III; rival king since 3 8 

Onones II (Wonun) ... brother of (?) Artabanos III 

Olagases I (Walgds) ... son of Onones II; deposed 

Bardanes II (Warddn) ... son of Olagases I 

Olagases I (Walgds) ... restored 

Olagases II (Walgds) ... son of Olagases I 

Artabanos IV (Ardaivan) ... son of Olagases I 

Pakoros II (Pakur) ... son of Olagases I; rival king since 78 

Olagases III (Walgds) ... son of (?) Olagases II; rival king 105 and 109—147 

Khosroes (Xusraiv) ... son of Olagases I 

— Parthamaspates (Pdrtdmdspdta) ... son of Khosroes; rival king 116; deposed 
Mithradates V (Mitradata) ... son of (?) Khosroes^ 

— Arsakes (Arsaka) ... son of (?) Khosroes; rival king 140 
Olagases IV (Walgds) ... son of Mithradates V 

— Mithradates (Mip'addta) ... son of Pakoros II; rival king 147— 151 

— Khosroes (Xusraiv) ... son of (?) Mithradates V 6 7 ; rival king 191 
Olagases V (Walgds) ... son of (?) Olagases IV 

Olagases VI (Walgds) ... son of Olagases V 
Artabanos V (Ardaivan) ... son of Olagases V? 

(to the Sasanids by 228) 


4 For assigning the period 87—80 BC to a king Mithradates (III) distinct from Mithradates II, see Assar (2006b). 

5 It seems implausible to identify Mithradates V with Olagases I’s son of the same name, Mihrdat II of Armenia, 
who does not seem likely to have survived as late as 147. Settipani (2006) proposes that Mithradates V was the 
son of Sanatruk of Armenia, the son of Mihrdat II. 

6 Or possibly son of Olagases IV, as proposed by Settipani (2006). 

7 Coins previously attributed to Artauazdes, putative son of Artabanos V, have been reattributed to Artabanos 
himself: Bivar (1983); Sellwood (1983). 



I. Mladjov, Page 3/3 


SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

ASSAR, G.R.F., “Genealogy and Coinage of the Early Parthian Rulers, II,” Parthica 7 (2005), 29-64 

ASSAR, G.R.F., “A Revised Parthian Chronology of the Period 165—91 BC Electrum 11 (2006a), 87-158 

ASSAR, G.R.F., “A Revised Parthian Chronology of the Period 91 — 55 BC,” Parthica 8 (2006b), 55-104 

ASSAR, G.R.F., “Arsaces IV (c. 170-168 BC) the 1st “Missing” Parthian King,” Ndme-ye-Irdn-e Bdstdn 6/1-2 (2006-7), 3-14 

ASSAR, G.R.F., “Artabanus of Trogus Pompeius’ 41 st Prologue,” Electrum 15 (2009), 119-140 

BlVAR, A.D.H., The Political History of Iran under the Arsacids, in Cambridge History of Iran 3/1, Cambridge, 1983, 
21-99 

SELLWOOD, D., Parthian Coins, in Cambridge History of Iran 3/1, Cambridge, 1983, 279-298 
SETTIPANI, C., Continuite des elites a Byzance dttrant les siecles obscurs , Paris, 2006 
SULLIVAN, R.D., Near Eastern Royalty and Rome , Toronto, 1990 
WOLSKI, J., LEmpire des Arsacides , Louvain, 1993 



